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SUBJ: NE WIN OPTIMISTIC...IF PRC KEEPS HANDS OFF 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT NE WIN SAYS HE IS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT BURMA'S 
LONG RUN ECONOMIC PROSPECTS, "IF BIG BROTHER' LEAVES US ALONE." 

IN REGARD TO PRC INTENTIONS, HE CONFIRMED THAT THE GUB OPERATES ON 
THE OPTIMISTIC ASSUMPTION THAT THE PRC WILL ACCEPT THE VERDICT 
OF THE BATTLEFIELD IF THE GUB ARMY CAN CRUSH THE BCP, AND WILL NOT 
SIMPLY REACT BY OUTRIGHT INTERVENTION A LA KOREA, OR BY COUNTER- 
ESCALATION OF CHINESE SUPPORT FOR THE INSURGENTS. THE PERSONAL 
IMPRESSION CONVEYED BY NE WIN WAS QUITE CONSISTENT WITH THE UPBEAT 
MOOD SUGGESTED BY HIS REMARKS. THIS WAS NOT A MAN CONTEMPLATING 
THROWING IN THE SPONGE, OR WORRYING ABOUT BEING THROWN OUT OF 
OFFICE. END SUMMARY. 

1. A VISIT BY PRESIDENT NE WIN AND DAW NYI NYI MYINT TO A USIS 
EXHIBIT OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL BOOKS ON MARCH 15 AFFORDED A 
RARE OCCASION FOR CONVERSATION. HE WAS IN AN EXPANSIVE MOOD AND 
SEEMED GENUINELY STIMULATED BY THE BOOKS. HIS IMMEDIATE FOCUS 
WAS ON MINING-INDUSTRIAL-DEVELOPMENT RELATED BOOKS, SUCH AS 
PETROCHEMICALS, COMPUTERS, ETC., AND HE HAD AN AIDE TAKE DOWN 
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TITLES IN THESE FIELDS TO BE ORDERED FOR GUB USE. HOWEVER, HIS 
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COMMENTS SHOWED A MUCH BROADER RANGE OF INTERESTS, FROM HOTEL 
CONSTRUCTION, TO POLLUTION, TO LASER TECHNOLOGY. HE SPOKE WITH 
PRIDE ABOUT HIS PERSONAL EXPERIMENTS IN DEVELOPING IMPROVED 
STRAINS OF RICE; HE WAS FASCINATED BY MATERIALS ON MARINE BIOLOGY 
AND FISH-HATCHERIES ("I'LL HAVE TO SEND SOME OF MY CHAPS OVER TO 
HAVE A LOOK AT WHAT YOU ARE DOING," HE SAID). 

2. NE WIN SEEMED IN PART TO BE PARADING HIS KNOWLEDGE OF AND 
INTEREST IN SCIENCE FOR THE BENEFIT OF HIS OWN ENTOURAGE, AS 

WELL AS US AMERICANS. FOR INSTANCE HE GAVE ME AND OTHER BYSTANDERS 
A SHORT DISSERTATION ON THE USE OF SATELLITES TO EXPLOIT SOLAR 
ENERGY. SOME OF HIS NOTIONS, AND HIS ENTHUSIASM ITSELF. MIGHT BE 
CONSIDERED AMATEURISH OR EVEN BOYISH. BUT HIS BASIC INTENT WAS 
QUOTE HARD-HEADED. TO JUDGE BY HIS DETAILED EXAMINATION OF TABLES 
OF CONTENTS AND INDICES OF THE BOOKS HE SELECTED FOR POSSIBLE 
ACQUISITION. HE COVERED A LOT OF GROUND IN THE HOUR AND A HALF 
HE SPENT AT THE EXHIBITION. 

3. AFTER VIEWING THE BOOKS, WE WATCHED A VTR SCIENCE REPORT (ON 
MARINE BIOLOGY) AND TALKED FOR A FEW MINUTES OVER COFFEE. I 
ASKED NE WIN IF HE WAS AS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT BURMA’S FUTURE PROS- 
PECTS AS HIS INTENSE INTEREST IN DEVELOPMENTAL SCIENCES WOULD 
SUGGEST. HE SAID HE WAS OPTIMISTIC, IF THERE WAS PEACE, BUT THIS 
DEPENDED ON "BIG BROTHER". WOULD BIG BROTHER LEAVE THEM ALONE? 

I SAID I THOUGHT THE CHINESE WOULD CONTINUE TO OBSERVE THE SELF- 
IMPOSED LIMITATIONS THAT HAD GOVERNED THEIR INVOLVEMENT WITH THE 
INSURGENTS. NE WIN SAID THE GUB AT LEAST HAD TO OPERATE ON THAT 
ASSUMPTION. I ASKED HOW THE RECENT OPERATIONS AGAINST THE BCP 
HAD AFFECTED THE OUTLOOK, AND THE PRESIDENT REPLIED THAT THE LACK 
OF MUCH DIRECT CHINESE PARTICIPATION WAS INDEED ENCOURAGING. HE 
ASKED WHETHER I THOUGHT THE CHINESE WOULD CONTINUE TO LIMIT 
THEIR INVOLVEMENT. AND I SAID THAT THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED NPC, 

WHICH MAY HAVE INSTALLED PRAGMATISM AS THE DOMINANT THEME FOR THE 
NEXT FOUR OR FIVE YEARS, OUGHT TO FORESHADOW A CONTINUATION OF 
PAST RESTRAINT. WHETHER OR NOT OUT OF POLITENESS. NE WIN AGREED. 

4. COMMENT: (A) THIS CONVERSATION PROVIDED ONLY A MOST LIMITED 
READING ON NE WIN'S CURRENT MOOD. HAD I BEEN AT ALL ALARMIST 
ABOUT CHINA, I MIGHT HAVE GOT ALARMIST FEEDBACK. NEVERTHELESS, 

WITH ALL DUE DISCOUNT FOR SUBJECTIVE ERROR. IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAT 
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NE WIN IS OPERATING ON OPTIMISTIC ASSUMPTIONS BOTH ABOUT BURMA'S 
ECONOMIC FUTURE AND ABOUT ITS SECURITY POSITION. 

B. NE WIN WAS IN APPARENT EXCELLENT HEALTH AND SPIRITS. AS HE 
LEFT HE GAVE US A DEMONSTRATION OF ONE OF THE TECHNIQUES BY WHICH 
HE CULTIVATES THE LOYALTY OF THOSE UNDER HIM. HE JOKED WITH OUR 
INFORMATION OFFICER, MR. FRANCO. ABOUT HIS FAMOUS NAMESAKE, 

AND CALLED PAO HANSON "MR. HANDSOME," DOUBTLESS FIXING THEIR 
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NAMES AND FACES IN HIS MIND FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. ONE OF THE 
MAJOR COMPONENTS OF WHAT PASSES FOR CHARISMA IN NE WIN'S PERSONALITY 
IS HIS PHENOMENAL MEMORY FOR PEOPLE. WHILE REVIEWING TROOPS 
HE WILL STOP AND ADDRESS A SERGEANT BY NAME, ASK WHETHER THE 
MAN’S SISTER RECOVERED FROM HER OPERATION, ETC. 

C. THAT THE VISIT WAS ALSO INTENDED BY PRESIDENT AS A DEMONSTRA- 
TION OF WARMTH TOWARD THE UNITED STATES IS EVIDENCED BY THE FACT 
THAT THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE INSTRUCTED NEWS AGENCY BURMA (NAB) TO 
GIVE THE STORY FRONTPAGE TOP-FOLD PHOTO COVERAGE. WE DO NOT KNOW 
FOR SURE WHY NE WIN WANTED TO FAVOR US IN THIS WAY. IN THE PAST 
FEW MONTHS THE GUB HAS GIVEN THE IMPRESSION OF FAVORING THE USSR; 

PERHAPS NE WIN WAS SIMPLY DESIROUS OF READJUSTING HIS "TILT" A 
NOTCH OR TWO BACK TOWARD NEUTRAL. 

OSBORN 
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